TEXTS   AND   PRETEXTS

agony on the tragical scale. But it would be possible
while preserving the sense, so to alter the phrasing of
this letter that it would seem perfectly commonplace,
flat, ' insincere.' We should read it with indifference
and, if we thought about its author at all, say that he
was a dim little man incapable of anything but a dim
little suffering. And yet, in spite of beaver hats and
bad style, there is such a thing as suicide.
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